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Your Guide to  

Year 9 

Welcome to our Course Choices booklet for Year 9. This booklet sets out 

important information about the next stage of your  son/daughter‘s education. 

 

We would like your son or daughter to choose, from a selection of courses, a 
subject to study in more depth in year 9 which will lead to an acceditted 

qualification.  

Routes 

Our aims are to ensure that every student achieves the very best qualifications 
they are capable of and to prepare them for their next step in education. 

In order to do this we use a wide range of information to allocate every student to 
one of two learning routes. 

You can choose a BTEC First Certificate 

(equivalent to two GCSEs) from: 

 

Art and Design 

Business 

Fashion/Textiles 

ICT 

Media Studies 

Performing Arts 

Travel and Tourism 

3D Product Design 

 

 

You can choose  one GCSE subject from: 

Business Studies  History 

Geography   Media Studies 

ReligiousStudies  Psychology   

Or 

You can choose a BTEC First Certificate 

(equivalent to two GCSEs) from: 

Art and Design  Business 

Fashion/Textiles  Media Studies 

3D Product Design  Performing Arts 

Travel and Tourism  ICT 

Route One Route Two 
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Art & Design 
BTEC Art & Design 

BTEC First Certificate 

The qualification is equivalent to  2 GCSEs at grade C and above .  

The course is 3 units consisting of 4 projects. 

Unit 1: 2D and 3D Visual Communication 

Be able to use mark-making and making skills, understand how ideas can be 
communicated using mark-making and making skills, be able to use formal elements, 
materials and techniques 

Unit 2: Contextual References in Art and Design 

Know the influences of historical and contemporary art and design development, 
Understand historical and contemporary references to support their research and 
development of their own response, be able to present information about the work 
studied in an appropriate format. 

Unit 3: Working with Visual Arts Briefs 

Be able to research and record visual information from primary and secondary sources in 
response to a project brief, be able to explore and use appropriate materials, equipment 
and techniques, understand how to plan and develop ideas, and produce final outcomes 
that meet the requirements of the project brief.  

Know how to discuss experimental, progressive and final project outcomes. 

Fact File 

Students will explore a range of media within the 3D and 2D including 
digital, model making, experimental observational drawing, sculptural 
work, mixed media  and printing. Students will visit galleries and meet 
artists to inspire them. 
 
Students verbal and written critique of artworks will improve through 
class discussion and analysis of both traditional and contemporary 
artists. 
 
Careers entered through studying art are endless; including  fashion 
design, architecture, graphics, textiles and surface design, printed 
textiles,  computer graphics, cartoonist, sculptor, animator, 
photographer and many more.  Art and design is considered a 
respected academic subject by universities and can help you to 

develop in many areas both creative and subject based.   

Your artistic skills will improve over the 2 year course as well as your 

understanding of yourself, society and your place within it.  

 

The First Certificate is equivalent to 2 GCSEs. You can progress 
to the First Diploma which is the equivalent of 4 GCSEs 

I really enjoy this Art 
course because it gives 

me a chance to be 
creative and express 

myself. I also now look at 
my environment from an 

artistic perspective. 

student voice says... Further Information 

Learning Coordinator:   Ms Higginson 
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Business  
BTEC Business  

Edexcel  BTEC level 2 certificate is equivalent to 2 GCSEs. 

Examination details: Students are assessed by 3 coursework units. Unit 1 

looks at the purposes of businesses and how they are run. Unit 2 covers aims 
and objectives of businesses  and how they are structured and  unit 3 covers 
the financial aspects of running a business. 

Students will study a further 3 optional coursework units that will add further 
GCSE accreditation. 

Skills required: Basic skills in literacy, numeracy and ICT. The course will also 
encourage students to develop their enterprise skills including presenting and 
taking risks. 

Educational progression routes: AS/A2 level, AS/A2 Economics applied A 

level, BTEC National Business and AS/A2 Financial literacy. You will also be 
able to consider a wide range of careers in finance, accounting, computing, 
marketing, management and setting up your own business.  

Fact File 

Are you interested in a practical business 
course that will help you in later life.  

 

BTECs offer a vocational option to those 

who are willing to put in the hard work that is 
required for a coursework based programme 
of study in place of examination based 
assessment.  
 

The First Certificate is equivalent to 2 GCSEs. You can 
progress to the First Diploma which is the equivalent of 4 
GCSEs 

Business  is different to 
other lessons, because it’s 
a new experience and you 
learn something new every 

lesson.  I’ve enjoyed 
creating a business.  If you 

want to be the next  Bill 
Gates ... this is the subject!  

student voice says... Further Information 

Learning Coordinator: Mr Anderson  
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Fashion & Textiles 
● BTEC Fashion & Textiles  

You will handle, examine and assess fashion products in order to develop your 
understanding of 2D and 3D design.  Educational visits and speakers will help 
you to further develop your understanding of the function of design within the 
fashion industry.  

Examination details:  There are no exams. Instead there are short focused 

activities that students undertake to complete the course. 

Coursework requirements:  This course is 100% course work. Each unit is 
broken down into a number of tasks. The tasks in BTEC Certificate are set up 
by teachers and students need to pass each task. Once a student completes a 
pass in a task they can attempt the Merit and then the Distinction. 

Educational Progression Routes:  BTEC Fashion Design/Textiles is a 
qualification, which will enable you to build your practical,  technical and 
knowledge skills relevant to a sector (or sectors) of the fashion industry. This 
qualification also provides a good progression route to more advance 
qualifications e.g. BTEC National. 

Fact File 

Are you interested in designing and making your own outfit?  

Are you bursting with creativity or a desire to develop textiles 
skills to a high level?  

Would you like to explore the theory behind fashion and study a 
range of commercial fashion and textiles products.  

Ever wondered how professional  designers work? Investigate 
their works and broaden your knowledge of the fashion 
industry  

 Discover your potential in this challenging but fun course, as 
you learn practical skills as well as improve your knowledge, 
skills and self-confidence.   

The course includes practical activities, visits and talks by 
professionals working in the industry. 

The First Certificate is equivalent to 2 GCSEs. You can 
progress to the First Diploma which is the equivalent of 4 
GCSEs 

Fashion and Textiles Studies 
is an interesting subject to 
take because you get the 

chance to design and make 
your clothes, work with 

professionals and study past 
and present fashion designers. 
I love Fashion  because I now 

look at the things around me in 
a new way by learning what 

goes on ‘behind the scenes’.  

student voice says... Further Information 

Learning Coordinator: Mr Ditchburn  
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ICT 
BTEC ICT 

• Examination details: Assessments are based on a assignments throughout the course. 

 

• Topics studied: Using ICT to Present Information, Spreadsheet Software, ICT security, 

Graphics, Website Development, Computer Systems and ICT in organisations.  

 

• Skills required: Reasonable communication, and IT skills. Good organization skills, the 

ability to meet deadlines and willingness to work independently. A keen interest in IT as 

well as having shown an aptitude for ICT at KS3.   

 

• Educational progression routes: This BTEC is a nationally recognised vocationally 

specific qualification and can lead to a range of jobs within the IT profession. Students 
can also progress to the more advanced BTEC National qualifications, AS and A2 

levels.  

Fact File 

The course balances theory with practice throughout. They are 
designed to equip students with skills in a range of Information 
Technology areas, including the use of spreadsheet and 
database technology, and the application of presentation 
techniques.  

Teaching and learning methods encourage the development 
of the vocational and interpersonal skills sought by today’s 
employers.   Particular emphasis is placed on enhancing 
professional and communication skills and group work is 
widely used to develop a team approach to problem solving .  

The BTEC First course is a broad-based, work-related course 
and is ideal if you want to follow a career in Information 
Technology but are uncertain about the specific career you 
would like to follow.  

The First Certificate is equivalent to 2 GCSEs. You can 
progress to the First Diploma which is the equivalent of 4 
GCSEs 

It has helped me a lot 
because I can do things on 

the computer I couldn’t 
before.  I’m more confident 

using different sorts of 

software and hardware! 

student voice says... Further Information 

Learning Director: Ms Alexander  
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Media Studies 
BTEC Media Studies 

Facilities include: Film editing suite; digital video and stills cameras; multi 

media interactive whiteboards; Media Studies section in the library; educational 
visits and speakers.  

 

BTEC Media is a vocational course. Students will carry out a variety of projects 
which focus on different areas of the media, including; Advertising, Computer 
Games and Radio. It is 100% coursework and is worth 2 GCSEs. 

 

Educational Progression Routes: BTEC Media Studies will enable you to 
progress into employment or further education, including BTEC National or AS 
level Media Studies. 

Fact File 

Are you interested in creating your own magazine or 
television production?  Are you bursting with 
creativity or a desire to learn production skills?  
Would you like to explore the theory behind film, 
television, magazines and advertising?  Ever 

wondered how the media around you works?   

Discover your potential in this challenging but fun 
course, as you learn practical skills as well as 

improve your knowledge, skills and self-confidence.   

The course includes practical activities, visits and 

talks by professionals working in the industry. 
 

The First Certificate is equivalent to 2 GCSEs. You can 
progress to the First Diploma which is the equivalent of 4 
GCSEs 

BTEC Media is great 
because you learn      

about what it’s like to 
work in the media         

industry. I studied TV 
advertising, video      

games and radio and got 
to make my own 

productions. 

student voice says... Further Information 

Learning Director: Ms Dyer  
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Performing Arts 
BTEC Performing Arts 

Examination details: This is an Edexcel course.  Students are assessed on a 

combination of coursework and internal examination.  This will then be 
externally verified.  

Coursework requirements: Students complete actor’s log, and performance 

portfolios.   

Topics studied: Performing Arts Production Process, The Performing Arts 

Business, Acting, Performing Scripted Plays, Devising Plays & Understanding 
Drama.   

Skills required: Enthusiasm, teamwork, listening, creativity and imagination, 

students must also be willing to take chances.  

Educational progression routes: Students can go onto study BTEC National 

(Level 3), complete A Level Drama, or they could go straight into the industry as 
they have a knowledge of the workings of a theatre.  

Fact File 

BTEC Performing Arts enables you to not only 
perform and create numerous performances but to 
build them to. You will be able to create your own 
lighting and set, make decisions about your 

performance and take ownership.   

Through taking this course you will also experience 
what it’s like to work behind the scenes of the acting 
world as well as on the stage.  Working with lighting, 

set, costume and stage design.   

You will also learn how to use a budget. 

 

The First Certificate is equivalent to 2 GCSEs. You can 
progress to the First Diploma which is the equivalent of 4 
GCSEs 

I wanted to do Performing 
Arts because I want a 

career in the 
Entertainment Industry 
and the course will give 

me the experience I need.  

student voice says... Further Information 

Course Leader: Ms Green  
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Travel & Tourism 
 BTEC Travel & Tourism 

Course content:   The UK Travel and Tourism Industry, types of tourism, travel 

agents, transport, accommodation, visitor attractions.  

Exploring Customer Service in Travel and Tourism-different customer types, 

communication skills/methods, policies. 

UK/European Holiday Destinations: sightseeing, seaside resorts, tourist 

attractions, hotels, types of visitors. 

Key skills: Information communication technology, Communication, Improving 

own learning and performance, Problem solving. 

Careers: Travel Consultant, Conference organiser, Tourist guide, Resort 

representative, Travel agency etc 

Fact File 

This course will give you the chance to start 
your career in either the public or private sector 

in a wide range of working environments.  

The course will give broad-based vocational 
training and will help to develop your personal 
and business skills. You can then progress to 
further education or employment at a junior 
level within this varied and exciting sector.  
Students also have the opportunity to take part 

in several educational trips.  
 

The First Certificate is equivalent to 2 GCSEs. You can 
progress to the First Diploma which is the equivalent of 4 
GCSEs 

I enjoy Travel  and 
Tourism because I would 

like a career in the 

tourism industry.   

student voice says... Further Information 

Course Leader: Mr Fawkes  
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3D Design / Product Design 

● BTEC 3D Design/Product Design 

Examination details: Students are assessed on a range of practical skills in the 

appropriate 3D Design/ Product  Design vocational sector through a wide range of 
Design and make coursework. This will be supported by design theory and developing 

subject  knowledge 

Key Features: Offering students the opportunity to develop a range of skills and 

techniques through 3 Mandatory units where 2D & 3D design communication will be 
taught  with references to past design icons and cultural diversity that has influenced 
design. In addition students will study one of the following units: 3D design briefs, 
focusing on hopefully real life design challenges , shown through 2D design and 3D 

prototyping. 

Coursework requirements: Students undertake a series of design and make tasks , 
using a variety of materials such as wood, metals and plastics as well as others to 
create a variety of products. Learning the industrial processes involved in the 

manufacture of products that they make. 

Topics studied: 2D design techniques, 3D modeling techniques, historical and 

contemporary design. 

Educational progression routes: students can progress to a BTEC National Diploma 

Fact File 

Students will use a wide range of 2D design techniques, such as 
tone, colour, form and proportion to meet design brief 
requirements showing skills of communication in 2D so that 
others can understand their design development. 

Students should then be able to use 3D modeling techniques to 
communicate their design ideas using a 3D visual 
communication technique, using a variety of materials and 
processes. 

Students will be able to use historical and contemporary design 
developments to support research and development of their own 
design responses to a wide range of situations. 

To use all the skills above in order to develop ideas to meet 3D 

Design Briefs 

 

The First Certificate is equivalent to 2 GCSEs. You can 
progress to the First Diploma which is the equivalent of 4 
GCSEs 

I wanted to be able to 
design and make a variety 
of products , learning the 
knowledge and skills to 
show my ideas to others 

student voice says... Further Information 

Learning Coordinator: Mr Ditchburn  
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Business Studies 
GCSE Business Studies 

Examination details: Students are assessed by two written papers.  Unit 1 

looks at how to set up a business and Unit 2 covers the issues that businesses 
face as they grow. 

Controlled Assessment: 25% of the final GCSE is a timed piece of 
coursework where students will investigate how to set up their own business 
and type up a report based on their project. 

Topics studied: How to set up a business, doing market research, advertising 

and promotion, business finance and accounts, expanding a business. 

Skills required: Basic skills in literacy, numeracy and ICT. The course will also 
encourage students to develop their enterprise skills including presenting and 
taking risks. 

Educational progression routes: AS/A2 level, AS/A2 Economics applied A 
level, BTEC First Business and AS/A2 Financial literacy. You will also be able to 
consider a wide range of careers in finance, accounting, computing, marketing, 
management and setting up your own business.  

Fact File 

Would you like to run your own business?  

Choose GCSE Business Studies and you will 

get the opportunity to set up and run your own 

‘virtual’ business. 
 

You can:   

Recruit staff, Raise finance, Advertise and 

promote your business, Carry out market 

research using questionnaires.  
 

Students will also gain a knowledge of the 

business environment for employment.  

Business Studies is 
different to other lessons, 

because it’s a new 
experience and you learn 

something new every 
lesson.  I’ve enjoyed 

creating a business.  If you 
want to be the next  Bill 

Gates ... this is the subject!  

student voice says... Further Information 

Learning Coordinator: Mr Anderson  
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Geography 
GCSE Geography 

Examination details: There are two exams, either Higher or Foundation level 

worth a total of 75% of the total marks.  (Paper one - 1 hr 30 mins.  Paper two - 
1 hr 30 mins). 

Coursework requirements: Controlled assessment fieldwork investigation 

25% of total marks. 

Topics studied:  

1.  Physical Geography: The Restless Earth, Rocks Resources and Scenery, 
Challenge of Weather and Climate, Living World, Ice and Water on the Land, 
The Coastal Zone. 

2.  Human Geography: Population Change, Changing urban and Rural 

Environments, The Development Gap, Globalisation, Tourism. 

Skills required:  Map work, decision making, problem solving, comprehension 

and listening skills. 

Educational progression routes:  AS level, BTEC Levels 2 or 3 in Travel and 

Tourism, AS in related subjects such as Geology or Environmental Studies. 

Fact File 

Geography explores the way we are influenced 

by the world around us.  

Through this subject you will increase your 

understanding of the physical and human world.  

All students will be expected to undertake a 
piece of fieldwork which will form the basis of 

their coursework.  

Topics studied will involve local, regional, 

national and international examples. 

I enjoyed studying the 
human and physical 

aspects of Geography 
because they gave me a 
greater understanding of 
the world and my place 

within it. 

student voice says... Further Information 

Learning Director:  Ms Faulkner 
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History 
GCSE History 

Examination details: GCSE students undertake three exam papers worth 

75%. These can be on a range of topics including International relations, Nazi 

Germany and Modern America 

Coursework requirements: GCSE students produce one coursework 

assignment worth 25% of the total mark.  This can be on a range of options 

from local history to Jack the Ripper. 

Topics studied: You will have the opportunity to study Russia, Germany, USA 

and Britain. 

Educational progression routes: AS/A2 level History, other A Levels and 

BTECs Level 3. History qualifications can lead to a variety of careers.  

Fact File 

The study of History is vital to understanding the 
world in which we live and can lead to careers 
in areas such as law, business, journalism, the 

civil service and many others.  

The course provides an opportunity to develop 

your knowledge and understanding of history.  

The History department has run a trip to the 
Battlefields of World War One in the past and is 
investigating the possibility of running a similar 

trip this year.  

I chose GCSE History 
because the topics 

interested me.  History 
also gives me some 

important skills required 

for future life. 

student voice says... Further Information 

Learning Coordinator: Ms Blunden  
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Media Studies 
GCSE Media Studies 

Facilities include: film editing suite; digital video and stills cameras; multi 

media interactive whiteboards; Media Studies section in the library; educational 

visits and speakers.  

Examination details: Exam results are worth 50% of the overall grade.  

Students sit two exams in the summer term. 

Coursework requirements: The coursework makes up 50% of the overall 

grade. Students complete a media portfolio, which is made up of 1 written 

assignment and 1 practical piece. 

Educational Progression Routes:  GCSE Media Studies is a general 

qualification, which will enable you to progress into employment or further 

education, including AS/A2 level Media Studies and or Film Studies. 

Fact File 

Are you interested in creating your own 
magazine or adverts?  Are you bursting with 
creativity or a desire to learn production skills?  
Would you like to explore the theory behind film, 
television, magazines and advertising? Ever 

wondered how the media around you works?   

Discover your potential in this challenging but 
fun course, as you learn practical skills as well 
as improve your knowledge, skills and self-

confidence.   

The course includes practical activities, visits 
and talks by professionals working in the 

industry.. 

Media Studies is an 
interesting subject to take 
because you study current 

films, magazines, music 
and television shows. I love 
media because I now look 

at the things around me in a 
new way by learning what 

goes on                        

‘behind the scenes’. 

student voice says... Further Information 

Learning Director: Ms Dyer  
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Psychology 
GCSE Psychology 

Examination details: The course consists of two written examination.  

 

Topics studied: Making sense of other people: Memory, non-verbal 
communication, development of personality, stereotyping, prejudice and 
discrimination. Research methods and ethics. 

 

Understanding other people: Learning, social influence, sex and gender, 

aggression.    

 

Educational progression routes: AS and A2 levels in Psychology, Sociology, 

Biology and Business Studies.   

 

Many employers regard GCSE Psychology as a good qualification—it is 
particularly useful for pursuing careers in medical disciplines, business and 
social sciences. 

Fact File 

GCSE Psychology provides an introduction to 
the understanding of theory, concepts and 
research in Psychology, an appreciation of the 
specific nature of Psychology and of the 
relationship between the subject and 

contemporary society.   

Psychology is a fascinating subject which links 
direct practical experience with scientific ideas.  
It involves a lot of written work and requires 
critical and creative thought.  You learn to 
question and discuss psychological issues that 
may affect your own life, the direction of society 

and the future of the world. 

Psychology is a 
fascinating subject.  You 
find out more about why 
people behave the way 

they do. 

student voice says... Further Information 

Course Leader: Ms Williams  
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Religious Studies 
 GCSE Religious Studies 

Examination Details: Students are assessed by two written papers. Unit 1 Religions and Society, 
Unit 2 Religion and Life. 
 
Topics Studied: 
 
Religion and Society based on Christianity and one other Religion: 
 

 Religion and Rights and Responsibilities 

 Religion and the Environment and medical Issues 

 Religion and Peace and Conflict 

 Religion and Crime and Punishment 
 
Religion and Life based on Christianity and one other Religion: 
 

 Believing in God 

 Matters of Life and Death 

 Religion and the Family 

 Religion and Community Cohesion 

 
Skills Required: Communication, ICT, improving own learning and performance, problem solving, 
working with others, 
 
Educational progression routes : law, social work, sociology, theology, police, 

Fact File 

Religious Studies will help you 
understand the world in which we 
live. You will find  out about 
Christianity and how it influences 
British Society. 
 
You will learn about one of the other 
major world religions . 

I enjoy Religious Studies 
because I learn about 

different peoples views.  

student voice says... Further Information 

Learning Coordinator: Mr Wallen 
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