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Your Guide to  

Key Stage 4 

Welcome to our Course Choices booklet for Year 10. This booklet sets out 
important information about the next stage of your  son/daughterós education. 

 

 The transition into Year 10 and Key Stage 4 is an important time for your son/
daughter. During the consultation period staff will be available to give 

guidance as to the best courses for your son/daughter to follow. 

The Core Subjects 

English, Mathematics, Science, Religious Education and Physical 
Education remain compulsory subjects in our curriculum. All students 
will continue to be taught PSHCEE, which includes citizenship, health 

education, sex education, careers education and enterprise.  All 
students will learn about world of work.  

You can continue studying in the 
BTEC certificate that you completed 
in year 9 converting it into a 
Diploma (equivalent to 4 GCSEs) 
and a GCSE or an additional BTEC 
subject 

Or  

You can choose a new BTEC First 
Certificate (equivalent to two 
GCSEs) and a GCSE or an 
additional BTEC Subject 

 

You can choose three additional 
GCSE subjects 

Or 

You may prefer to specialise in a 
vocational area: choosing a BTEC 
course (equivalent to 2 GCSE) and 
a GCSE or an additional BTEC 
subject.   

Or 

You may prefer to continue studying 
in the BTEC certificate that you 
completed in year 9 converting it 
into a Diploma 

Route One Route Two 
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Route 1 

  A  B 

Year 10 

1 GCSE 

completed in 1 year 
1 GCSE 

over two years  

 Year 11 

1 GCSE 

completed in 1 year 

 

Route 2 

  A B 

Year 10 
1 BTEC First or Continue 

Diploma from Year 9   1 BTEC First 
Certificate 

or  

a GCSE 

over two years 

  Year 11 

 

1 BTEC First or Continue 
to Diploma course from 

Year 10  

 

Year 10 & 11 Pathways 
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Year 10 & 11 Pathway 
One GCSE subject to be completed in one year. 

Choose from: 

Business Studies, History, Geography, Media Studies, 
Psychology, Religious Studies 

Or 

Continue with BTEC started in Year 9 and convert it 
into a Diploma, completed in one year. 

Choose from: 

Business, ICT, Media Studies, Performing Arts 

Or 

BTEC First Certificate to be completed in one year. 

Choose from: 

Art, Business, ICT, Media Studies, Performing Arts,  
Travel and Tourism, Fashion/Textiles, 3D/Product 
Design. 

One BTEC First 
Certificate or GCSE 
to be completed in 
two years from the 
following list of 
subjects: 

 

Art 
(BTEC) 
 
Drama 
(GCSE) 
 
Fashion/Textiles  
(BTEC) 
 
Food Technology  
(GCSE) 
 
French 
(GCSE) 
 
ICT 
(GCSE) 
 
Music 
(BTEC) 
 
Resistant Materials 
(GCSE) 
 
Spanish 
(GCSE)  
 
Sport 
(BTEC) 

Y
e
a
r 

1
0

 

BLOCK B BLOCK A  

One GCSE subject to be completed in one year. 

Choose from: 

Business Studies, History, Geography, Media 
Studies, Psychology, Religious Studies. Additional 
subjects that may be included are: Triple Science, 

Film Studies and Economics. 

Or 

Continue with BTEC started in Year 10 and convert 

into a Diploma, completed in one year. 

Or 

BTEC First Certificate to be completed in one year. 

Choose from: 

Art, Business, ICT, Media Studies, Performing Arts, 
Sports, Travel and Tourism, Fashion/Textiles, 3D / 

Product Design, 

Y
e
a
r 

1
1
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 English 
ǒ GCSE English Language  ǒ GCSE English Literature    

Examination details: English Language (Paper One 1 x 1hr 45 min, Paper Two 1 x 

1hr 30 min), English Literature (1 x 1hr 45 min paper) 

 

Coursework requirements: Six pieces of coursework equal to 20% of the final grade. 

In addition, oral coursework equal to 20% of the final grade is also required. 

 

Topics studied: Shakespeare, a modern play, poetry anthology. 

 

Skills required: Enjoyment of language, comprehension skills and reading ability. 

 

Educational progression routes: AS and A2 level English Language and English 

Literature. 

 

Selected students will have the opportunity to take their English Language GCSE at 

the end of Year 10. 

Fact File 

Both English courses provide opportunities for 
developing important reading, writing, listening 
and speaking skills for life as well as a multitude 

of transferable practical and analytical skills.  

English Literature focuses on issues and ideas 
that come out of texts and there are chances to 

develop creative writing skills.  

Through English Language you will learn how to 
write more effectively for a range of audiences 
and purposes, as well as how speech and 
writing conveys attitudes and values. 

I like English because I 
enjoy the coursework.  

There is a wide variety of 
activities including 

theatre trips, film and 

class discussion. 

student voice says... Further Information 

Learning Director: Ms Clear-Doughty 
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 Mathematics 
GCSE Mathematics 

Examination details: Calculator Paper, Non Calculator Paper. 

No coursework requirement. 

Topics studied: Number, algebra, shape, space and measures and data 

handling, using and applying, and functional mathematics. 
 

Skills required: Problem solving skills, numeracy skills and research skills.  
Determination to succeed, organised exercise books, regularly completing 
home learning. 
 

Educational progression routes: AS and A2 level Mathematics; university, 

research, accounting. 
 

GCSE statistics is available for selected students. One piece of 

coursework is required. 

Selected students will have the opportunity to take their Mathematics GCSE at 
the end of year 10. 

Fact File 

More students realise that maths is an important 
part of our society because it affects our 

everyday existence.  

The Mathematics Faculty aims to foster a 
greater understanding and enjoyment of the 

subject.  

We also aim to promote each individualôs 
strengths and encourage them to become more   
self-reliant and responsible for their own 
mathematical learning. 

Maths helps me to relax 
and to feel more 
comfortable with 

numbers. The teaching 
skills used in my lessons 
are quality because of the 

in-depth and             

explanations. 

student voice says... Further Information 

Learning Director:  Ms Elliot-Bent 
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Science 
ǒ GCSE Core Science Y10  ǒGCSE Additional Science Y11 ǒ BTEC Science 

In Year 10 students will study either Core Science GCSE or BTEC Applied Science . 

GCSE Science 

Examination details: For GCSE Core Science and GCSE Additional Science most students will take 6 
modular exams taken in November, March and June.  

Coursework requirements: For GCSE Core and Additional Science: 40% of the course is made up of an 
Investigative Skills unit.  This will consist of a practical assessment and three written practical paper.  

Skills required: A knowledge of the Science curriculum studied in years seven to nine with an enjoyment of 
science. 

Educational progression routes: Year 10 Core Science prepares students for 2 possible pathways in Year 
11: Additional Science. Additional Science is an academic GCSE suitable for students considering A-level 
sciences in Year 12.   

BTEC Science 

Examination Details:  BTEC Applied Science students will have no external exams to sit. 

Coursework Requirements: Assessment for the BTEC is 100% coursework Students will complete 18 pieces 
of course work. 

Skills required: A knowledge of the Science curriculum studied in years seven to nine with an enjoyment of 
science. 

Educational progression routes: BTEC Applied Science prepares students to study a BTEC diploma at KS5 
or can prepare students for laboratory based employment. 

Fact File 

ñScience is making us aware of tomorrowôs 

world today.ò 

Biology Units:  Human biology, Education and 

environment  

Chemistry Units: , Products from Rocks, Oils, 

Earth and atmosphere, Chemical reactions 

Physics Units: Energy and Electricity, Radiation 
and the Universe 

Core Science has 
developed my 

understanding of how the 

world we live in works. 

student voice says... 
Further Information 

Learning Director:  Dr Robbins   
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PSHCEE including Religious Studies 

PSHCEE and Religious Studies 

PERSONAL SOCIAL HEALTH CITIZENSHIP AND ENTERPRISE EDUCATION  

The programme will include PSHCEE and Religious Studies. 

PSCHEE  

We offer a course that is based around the needs and demands of living in our society in a local, national and global 
context.  We focus on discussion and forming opinions on topical and important issues with a qualification available 
for suitable candidates. 

We will cover areas of: 

Citizenship development 

Personal growth both mentally, emotionally and physically 

Social involvement and topical issues 

Heath matters and healthy lifestyles 

Drug awareness and risk taking 

Sex and relationships 

Coping with the World of Work 

Preparing a career for the future 

Certifiable course in practical first aid that gains an award that lasts 3 years 
 
Religious Studies: 
 

Students will study Religion and Society 

Key Skills: Communication, ICT, improving own learning and performance, problem solving, working with others 

Fact File 

What you will learné  

Making our opinions matter, Learning to debate, 
Making our Laws, Rights and Responsibilities, 
Following our Laws, Managing Money, Creating 
a Fair Society, Making A Difference, Media 
Issues, Britainôs Economy, Trading 
Internationally, Being a Citizen, School, Work, 
Community, Government and its work, Setting 
targets and goals, Staying Healthy, Drugs and 
Alcohol Issues, Having a Child, Working and 
Spending, Getting Involved, One World, 
Creating a Record of Achievement, Sex and 

Relationships 

You do not have an exam so 
you are less stressed in 

learning about issues that 
happen around you. It helps 

discover new things everyday. It 
teaches us the importance and 
consequences of our decisions 
and opinions. It is fun because 

you get the chance to argue and 
discuss our point of view on                                     

a topic or subject. 

student voice says... Further Information 
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Business Studies 
GCSE Business Studies 

Examination details: Students are assessed by two written papers.  Unit 1 

looks at how to set up a business and Unit 2 covers the issues that businesses 
face as they grow. 

Controlled Assessment: 25% of the final GCSE is a timed piece of 
coursework where students will investigate how to set up their own business 
and type up a report based on their project. 

Topics studied: How to set up a business, doing market research, advertising 

and promotion, business finance and accounts, expanding a business. 

Skills required: Basic skills in literacy, numeracy and ICT. The course will also 
encourage students to develop their enterprise skills including presenting and 
taking risks. 

Educational progression routes: AS/A2 level, AS/A2 Economics applied A 
level, BTEC First Business and AS/A2 Financial literacy. You will also be able to 
consider a wide range of careers in finance, accounting, computing, marketing, 
management and setting up your own business.  

Fact File 

Would you like to run your own business?  

Choose GCSE Business Studies and you will 

get the opportunity to set up and run your own 

óvirtualô business. 
 

You can:   

Recruit staff, Raise finance, Advertise and 

promote your business, Carry out market 

research using questionnaires.  
 

Students will also gain a knowledge of the 

business environment for employment.  

Business Studies is 
different to other lessons, 
because itôs a new 

experience and you learn 
something new every 
lesson.  Iôve enjoyed 

creating a business.  If you 
want to be the next  Bill 

Gates ... this is the subject!  

student voice says... Further Information 

Learning Coordinator: Mr Anderson  
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Drama 
GCSE Drama 

Examination details: Units one and two are teacher assessed. There is also 

external moderation plus group performances in front of a visiting examiner. 

Coursework requirements: There are four coursework assignments. These 

include exploration through Drama, exploration of two plays, group 

performances and two portfolios. 

Topics Studied: Blood Brothers, Shakespeare, Too Much Punch for Judy. 

Skills required: Enthusiasm, teamwork, listening, creativity and ideas, must be 

willing to take chances. 

Further education progression: AS Drama and Theatre Studies. Drama can 

help you develop important skills which you can take into any career, or people-

oriented work such as retail, travel and tourism, sales and marketing. 

Fact File 

Do this course ifé 

You would like to learn new skills, go to the 
theatre,  devise your own plays, take part in 
Academy productions and events,  learn about 
yourself, take part in workshops, visit the West 

End, be a director. 

 

The course includes professional workshops, 
devising your own play, Academy productions/
events, visits to the theatre, productions and 
museums, meeting students from other schools 

and theatre company visits into the Academy. 

Drama is a fun subject if 
you like performing but 

there is a lot more to     
performing scenes. Your 

work should convey a 
significant message to               

the audience. 

student voice says... Further Information 

Learning Coordinator : Ms Knight 
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Food Technology 
GCSE Food Technology 

Examination details: The course is assessed by a written exam worth 40% of 

the total marks available. 

Coursework requirements: Students undertake a coursework project worth 

60% of the total marks available. 

Topics studied: Food product design, development and production, food as a 

material, hygiene and safety, consumer issues and food manufacturing. All 

areas of study include developing practical skills and techniques.  

Skills required: Enthusiasm, a good record of practical work in and an interest 

in the subject as well as reasonable practical skills. 

Educational progression routes: AS/A2 level courses in Food Technology, 

catering courses at college, University degree courses in all aspects of Food 

Technology that lead to careers in the food industry, recipe development, 

teaching, environmental health, hotel management, food journalism. 

Fact File 

The practical nature of Food Technology  can 
provide a welcome contrast to otherwise very 
academic or theory based courses.  You do not 
have to want to be a chef to do this course, 
learn about the food that you eat and how to 

prepare it, just for the fun of it. 

The course includes a range of practical 
activities and project work, as well as visits to 

exhibitions and shows. 

Food technology can provide you with a wide 
range of career opportunities, everybody has to 

eat. 

Even when itôs written 
work, itôs different    

to other subjects, 
because you learn life 
skills.  I donôt want to be a 

chef but I enjoy the 
subject!                        

student voice says... Further Information 

Learning Coordinator: Mr Ditchburn  
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Geography 
GCSE Geography 

Examination details: There are two exams, either Higher or Foundation level 

worth a total of 75% of the total marks.  (Paper one - 1 hr 30 mins.  Paper two - 
1 hr 30 mins). 

Coursework requirements: Controlled assessment fieldwork investigation 

25% of total marks. 

Topics studied:  

1.  Physical Geography: The Restless Earth, Rocks Resources and Scenery, 
Challenge of Weather and Climate, Living World, Ice and Water on the Land, 
The Coastal Zone. 

2.  Human Geography: Population Change, Changing urban and Rural 

Environments, The Development Gap, Globalisation, Tourism. 

Skills required:  Map work, decision making, problem solving, comprehension 

and listening skills. 

Educational progression routes:  AS level, BTEC Levels 2 or 3 in Travel and 

Tourism, AS in related subjects such as Geology or Environmental Studies. 

Fact File 

Geography explores the way we are influenced 

by the world around us.  

Through this subject you will increase your 

understanding of the physical and human world.  

All students will be expected to undertake a 
piece of fieldwork which will form the basis of 

their coursework.  

Topics studied will involve local, regional, 

national and international examples. 

I enjoyed studying the 
human and physical 

aspects of Geography 
because they gave me a 
greater understanding of 
the world and my place 

within it. 

student voice says... Further Information 

Learning Director:  Ms Faulkner 
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History 
GCSE History 

Examination details: GCSE students undertake three exam papers worth 

75%. These can be on a range of topics including International relations, Nazi 

Germany and Modern America 

Coursework requirements: GCSE students produce one coursework 

assignment worth 25% of the total mark.  This can be on a range of options 

from local history to Jack the Ripper. 

Topics studied: You will have the opportunity to study Russia, Germany, USA 

and Britain. 

Educational progression routes: AS/A2 level History, other A Levels and 

BTECs Level 3. History qualifications can lead to a variety of careers.  

Fact File 

The study of History is vital to understanding the 
world in which we live and can lead to careers 
in areas such as law, business, journalism, the 

civil service and many others.  

The course provides an opportunity to develop 

your knowledge and understanding of history.  

The History department has run a trip to the 
Battlefields of World War One in the past and is 
investigating the possibility of running a similar 

trip this year.  

I chose GCSE History 
because the topics 

interested me.  History 
also gives me some 

important skills required 

for future life. 

student voice says... Further Information 

Learning Coordinator: Ms Blunden  
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ICT 
ǒ  ICT GCSE  

The coursework for the GCSE Specification A consists of an AQA-set Assignment plus a Project. 
 
This course encourages the investigation and study of information and communication technology 
in a variety of contexts, for example home, school, recreation, community, business and industry.  
 
In these contexts, candidates are given opportunities to acquire competence, capability and critical 
skills through the creation, implementation, use and evaluation of a range of ICT systems. 
 
Candidates can develop their interest in, enjoyment of, and critical reflection about information and 
communication technology as an integral part of modern society. 
 
The specification uses a range of assessment techniques to enable candidates to respond 
graphically and in writing through practical and investigative work.  
 
In the final assessment 60% of the marks are based on coursework which allows candidates to 
experience an appropriate variety of roles relevant to information and communication technology: 
user, designer, maker, manager and client. 
 
The remaining 40% of the final assessment will be by a differentiated written examination 
paper testing Grades C-G or Grades A*-D. 
 
The specification provides exemption from Level 1 or 2 Key Skills in Information Technology. 

Fact File 

The course balances theory with practice 
throughout. They are designed to equip students 
with skills in a range of Information Technology 
areas, including the use of spreadsheet and 
database technology, and the application of 

presentation techniques.  

Teaching and learning methods encourage the 
development of the vocational and interpersonal 
skills sought by todayôs employers.   Particular 
emphasis is placed on enhancing professional 
and communication skills and group work is 
widely used to develop a team approach to 

problem solving .  

 

It has helped me a lot 
because I can do things 

on the computer I 
couldnôt before.  Iôm more 
confident using different 

sorts of software and 

hardware! 

student voice says... Further Information 

Learning Director: Ms Alexander  
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Media Studies 
GCSE Media Studies 

Facilities include: film editing suite; digital video and stills cameras; multi 

media interactive whiteboards; Media Studies section in the library; educational 

visits and speakers.  

Examination details: Exam results are worth 50% of the overall grade.  

Students sit two exams in the summer term. 

Coursework requirements: The coursework makes up 50% of the overall 

grade. Students complete a media portfolio, which is made up of 1 written 

assignment and 1 practical piece. 

Educational Progression Routes:  GCSE Media Studies is a general 

qualification, which will enable you to progress into employment or further 

education, including AS/A2 level Media Studies and or Film Studies. 

Fact File 

Are you interested in creating your own 
magazine or adverts?  Are you bursting with 
creativity or a desire to learn production skills?  
Would you like to explore the theory behind film, 
television, magazines and advertising? Ever 

wondered how the media around you works?   

Discover your potential in this challenging but 
fun course, as you learn practical skills as well 
as improve your knowledge, skills and self-

confidence.   

The course includes practical activities, visits 
and talks by professionals working in the 

industry.. 

Media Studies is an 
interesting subject to take 
because you study current 

films, magazines, music 
and television shows. I love 
media because I now look 

at the things around me in a 
new way by learning what 

goes on                        

óbehind the scenesô. 

student voice says... Further Information 

Learning Director: Ms Dyer  
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Modern Foreign Languages 

ǒ GCSE French    ǒ  GCSE Spanish 

Examination details: One paper in each skill area. This includes a speaking 

test that the teacher will carry out. Answers in English are also required in 

listening and reading. 

Controlled writing: You will carry out two pieces of writing for example for a 

magazine or web page. 

Educational progression routes: AS/A2 level languages or as an option within 

Vocational A levels. 

Employment options: Journalism and Media, Law, Engineering, Business and 

Marketing, ICT, Sport and Leisure, Travel and Tourism, Customer Service, 

Teaching and the Civil Service. 

Fact File 

Studying a foreign language can be a great 
challenge for some students, but it is also very 
rewarding, especially now that countries in the 

European Union can be visited so easily.  

 

The ability to communicate in a foreign 
language is now an essential component of 

many aspects of employment.  

 

Modern Language students will also be able to 

take part in Academy trips at home and abroad.  

Learning a language is 
really important and can 

lead to many jobs! 

student voice says... Further Information 

Learning Coordinator: Mr Allen  
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Psychology 
GCSE Psychology 

Examination details: The course consists of two written examination.  

 

Topics studied: Making sense of other people: Memory, non-verbal 
communication, development of personality, stereotyping, prejudice and 
discrimination. Research methods and ethics. 

 

Understanding other people: Learning, social influence, sex and gender, 

aggression.    

 

Educational progression routes: AS and A2 levels in Psychology, Sociology, 

Biology and Business Studies.   

 

Many employers regard GCSE Psychology as a good qualificationðit is 
particularly useful for pursuing careers in medical disciplines, business and 
social sciences. 

Fact File 

GCSE Psychology provides an introduction to 
the understanding of theory, concepts and 
research in Psychology, an appreciation of the 
specific nature of Psychology and of the 
relationship between the subject and 

contemporary society.   

Psychology is a fascinating subject which links 
direct practical experience with scientific ideas.  
It involves a lot of written work and requires 
critical and creative thought.  You learn to 
question and discuss psychological issues that 
may affect your own life, the direction of society 

and the future of the world. 

Psychology is a 
fascinating subject.  You 
find out more about why 
people behave the way 

they do. 

student voice says... Further Information 

Course Leader: Ms Williams  
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Religious Studies 
 GCSE Religious Studies 

Examination Details: Students are assessed by two written papers. Unit 1 Religions and Society, 
Unit 2 Religion and Life. 
 
Topics Studied: 
 
Religion and Society based on Christianity and one other Religion: 
 

 Religion and Rights and Responsibilities 

 Religion and the Environment and medical Issues 

 Religion and Peace and Conflict 

 Religion and Crime and Punishment 
 
Religion and Life based on Christianity and one other Religion: 
 

 Believing in God 

 Matters of Life and Death 

 Religion and the Family 

 Religion and Community Cohesion 

 
Skills Required: Communication, ICT, improving own learning and performance, problem solving, 
working with others, 
 
Educational progression routes : law, social work, sociology, theology, police, 

Fact File 

Religious Studies will help you 
understand the world in which we 
live. You will find  out about 
Christianity and how it influences 
British Society. 
 
You will learn about one of the other 
major world religions . 

I enjoy Religious Studies 
because I learn about 

different peoples views.  

student voice says... Further Information 

Learning Coordinator: Mr Wallen 
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Resistant Materials 
Å GCSE Resistant Materials 

Examination details: A single tiered  assessment covering grades A* to G 

catering for all levels of abilities. 60% of the assessment is through a controlled  
piece of design and make  practical work , with the knowledge gained reflected 
in the written  exam 40%. 

Coursework requirements: Students undertake a series of design and make 

tasks , using a variety of materials, such a wood, metals and plastics as well as 
others to create a variety of products. Learning the industrial processes involved 
in the manufacture of products that they make. 

Topics studied: CAD (Computer Aided Design) and CAM (Computer Aided 

Manufacturing). You will use ICT throughout your coursework and in the 
production of your projects. A range of design and practical skills will be taught 
and developed over the course 

Educational progression routes: AS/A2/BTEC Product Design courses and 
Engineering Vocational Course. University and college courses in related 
subjects and manufacturing & Construction industries. 

Fact File 

Projects undertaken in year ten currently include : 

Å Designing and making an automata (mechanical 

moving toy/object) using wood and mechanisms. 

Å Computer designed products cut out using the laser 

cutter.  

Å A battery powered racing car fabricated from sheet 

metal using  a variety of components. 

Å A utility holder modeled in card to allow students the 

opportunity to make production models before 

fabricating in plastics. 

Å   An air powered rocket. 

The practical nature of Resistant Materials can provide 
a welcome contrast to otherwise academic or theory 

based courses. 

I picked Resistant 
Materials because I was 
interested in becoming a 

mechanic and I also 
wanted to use different         

materials as well as doing                    

practical work. 

student voice says... Further Information 

Learning Coordinator: Mr Ditchburn 
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Art & Design 
BTEC Art & Design 

BTEC First Certificate 

The qualification is equivalent to  2 GCSEs grade C and above . The course is 3 units 

consisting of 4 projects through Edexcel. 

Unit 1: 2D and 3D Visual Communication 

Be able to use mark-making and making skills, Understand how ideas can be 
communicated using mark-making and making skills, Be able to use formal elements, 
materials and techniques 

Unit 2: Contextual References in Art and Design 

Know the influences of historical and contemporary art and design developments, 
Understand historical and contemporary references to support their research and 
development of their own response, Be able to present information about the work 
studied in an appropriate format. 

Unit 3: Working with Visual Arts Briefs 

Be able to research and record visual information from primary and secondary 
sources in response to a project brief, Be able to explore and use appropriate 
materials, equipment and techniques, Understand how to plan and develop ideas, and 
produce final outcomes that meet the requirements of the project brief  

Know how to discuss experimental, progressive and final project outcomes. 

Fact File 

Students will explore a range of media within the 3D and 2D including 
digital, model making, experimental observational drawing, sculptural 
work, mixed media  and printing. Students will visit galleries and meet 
artists to inspire them. 
 
Students verbal and written critique of artworks will improve through 
class discussion and analysis of both traditional and contemporary 
artists. 
 
Careers entered through studying art are endless; including  fashion 
design, architecture, graphics, textiles and surface design, printed 
textiles,  computer graphics, cartoonist, sculptor, animator, 
photographer and many more.  Art and design is considered a 
respected academic subject by universities and can help you to 

develop in many areas both creative and subject based.   

Your artistic skills will improve over the 2 year course as well as your 

understanding of yourself, society and your place within it.  

 

The First Certificate is equivalent to 2 GCSEs. You can progress 
to the First Diploma which is the equivalent of 4 GCSEs 

I really enjoy this Art 
course because it gives 

me a chance to be 
creative and express 

myself. I also now look at 
my environment from an 

artistic perspective. 

student voice says... Further Information 

Learning Coordinator:   Ms Higginson 
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Business  
BTEC Business  

Edexcel  BTEC level 2 certificate is equivalent to 2 GCSEs. 

Examination details: Students are assessed by 3 coursework units Unit 1 

looks at the purposes of businesses and how they are run, Unit 2 covers aims 
and objectives of businesses  and how they are structured and  unit 3 covers 
the financial aspects of running a business 

Students will study a further 3 optional coursework units that will add further 
GCSE accreditation. 

Skills required: Basic skills in literacy, numeracy and ICT. The course will also 
encourage students to develop their enterprise skills including presenting and 
taking risks. 

Educational progression routes: AS/A2 level, AS/A2 Economics applied A 

level, BTEC National Business and AS/A2 Financial literacy. You will also be 
able to consider a wide range of careers in finance, accounting, computing, 
marketing, management and setting up your own business.  

Fact File 

Are you interested in a practical business 
course that will help you in later life.  

 

BTECs offer a vocational option to those 

who are willing to put in the hard work that is 
required for a coursework based programme 
of study in place of examination based 
assessment.  
 

The First Certificate is equivalent to 2 GCSEs. You can 
progress to the First Diploma which is the equivalent of 4 
GCSEs 

Business  is different to 
other lessons, because itôs 
a new experience and you 
learn something new every 
lesson.  Iôve enjoyed 

creating a business.  If you 
want to be the next  Bill 

Gates ... this is the subject!  

student voice says... Further Information 

Learning Coordinator: Mr Anderson  
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Fashion & Textiles 
ǒ BTEC Fashion & Textiles  

You will handle, examine and assess fashion products in order to develop your 
understanding of 2D and 3D design.  Educational visits and speakers will help 
you to further develop your understanding of the function of design within the 
fashion industry.  

Examination details:  There are no exams. Instead there are short focused 

activities that students undertake to complete the course. 

Coursework requirements:  This course is 100% course work. Each unit is 
broken down into a number of tasks. The tasks in BTEC Certificate are set up 
by teachers and students need to pass each task. Once a student completes a 
pass in a task they can attempt the Merit and then the Distinction. 

Educational Progression Routes:  BTEC Fashion Design/Textiles is a 
qualification, which will enable you to build your practical,  technical and 
knowledge skills relevant to a sector (or sectors) of the fashion industry. This 
qualification also provides a good progression route to more advance 
qualifications e.g. BTEC National. 

Fact File 

Are you interested in designing and making your own outfit?  

Are you bursting with creativity or a desire to develop textiles 
skills to a high level?  

Would you like to explore the theory behind fashion and study a 
range of commercial fashion and textiles products.  

Ever wondered how professional  designers work? Investigate 
their works and broaden your knowledge of the fashion 
industry  

 Discover your potential in this challenging but fun course, as 
you learn practical skills as well as improve your knowledge, 
skills and self-confidence.   

The course includes practical activities, visits and talks by 
professionals working in the industry. 

The First Certificate is equivalent to 2 GCSEs. You can 
progress to the First Diploma which is the equivalent of 4 
GCSEs 

Fashion and Textiles Studies 
is an interesting subject to 
take because you get the 

chance to design and make 
your clothes, work with 

professionals and study past 
and present fashion designers. 
I love Fashion  because I now 

look at the things around me in 
a new way by learning what 

goes on óbehind the scenesô.  

student voice says... Further Information 

Learning Coordinator: Mr Ditchburn  
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ICT 
BTEC ICT 

Å Examination details: Assessments are based on a assignments throughout the course. 

 

Å Topics studied: Using ICT to Present Information, Spreadsheet Software, ICT security, 

Graphics, Website Development, Computer Systems & ICT in organisations  

 

Å Skills required: Reasonable communication, and IT skills. Good organization skills, the 

ability to meet deadlines and willingness to work independently. A keen interest in IT as 

well as having shown an aptitude for ICT at KS3.   

 

Å Educational progression routes: This BTEC is a nationally recognized vocationally 

specific qualification and can lead to a range of jobs within the IT profession. Students 
can also progress to the more advanced BTEC National qualifications, AS and A2 

levels.  

Fact File 

The course balances theory with practice throughout. They are 
designed to equip students with skills in a range of Information 
Technology areas, including the use of spreadsheet and 
database technology, and the application of presentation 
techniques.  

Teaching and learning methods encourage the development 
of the vocational and interpersonal skills sought by todayôs 
employers.   Particular emphasis is placed on enhancing 
professional and communication skills and group work is 
widely used to develop a team approach to problem solving .  

The BTEC First course is a broad-based, work-related course 
and is ideal if you want to follow a career in Information 
Technology but are uncertain about the specific career you 
would like to follow.  

The First Certificate is equivalent to 2 GCSEs. You can 
progress to the First Diploma which is the equivalent of 4 
GCSEs 

It has helped me a lot 
because I can do things on 
the computer I couldnôt 
before.  Iôm more confident 

using different sorts of 

software and hardware! 

student voice says... Further Information 

Learning Director: Ms Alexander  
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Media Studies 
BTEC Media Studies 

Facilities include: film editing suite; digital video and stills cameras; multi 

media interactive whiteboards; Media Studies section in the library; educational 
visits and speakers.  

 

BTEC Media is a vocational course. Students will carry out a variety of projects 
which focus on different areas of the media, including; Advertising, Computer 
Games and Radio. It is 100% coursework and is worth 2 GCSEs. 

 

Educational Progression Routes: BTEC Media Studies will enable you to 
progress into employment or further education, including BTEC National or AS 
level Media Studies. 

Fact File 

Are you interested in creating your own magazine or 
television production?  Are you bursting with 
creativity or a desire to learn production skills?  
Would you like to explore the theory behind film, 
television, magazines and advertising?  Ever 

wondered how the media around you works?   

Discover your potential in this challenging but fun 
course, as you learn practical skills as well as 

improve your knowledge, skills and self-confidence.   

The course includes practical activities, visits and 

talks by professionals working in the industry. 
 

The First Certificate is equivalent to 2 GCSEs. You can 
progress to the First Diploma which is the equivalent of 4 
GCSEs 

BTEC Media is great 
because you learn      
about what itôs like to 

work in the media         
industry. I studied TV 

advertising, video      
games and radio and got 

to make my own 
productions. 

student voice says... Further Information 

Learning Director: Ms Dyer  
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Music 
BTEC Music 

Examination details: Students are assessed through a combination of internal and external 

moderation. 

Coursework requirements: Students complete projects based on different aspects of the 

Music Industry. 

Topics studied:  Planning and Creating a Music Project, Solo Music Performance, Producing 
a Musical recording, Exploring Musical Systems Used by Musicians, Working as a Musical 
Ensemble. 

Skills required: Persistence, enthusiasm, teamwork, listening, creativity and ideas, expertise 
on an instrument is not  a must (though desirable) but you must have the commitment to learn 
an instrument for the duration of the course. 

Key Skills:  You will develop many key skills that will enhance your performance not just in 

this subject area but across the whole curriculum.  These skills include communication, self 
management, team player, literacy, numeracy and ICT. 

Educational progression routes: A level, BTEC National (Level 3) and practical links to the 

music industry through performance, technology, production and business. 

Fact File 

This course gives you the opportunity to 
develop your musical  practical skills in line with 
how they would be used if you worked within 

the industry.   

You can work as a solo performer or as part of 
an ensemble and you will use Music 
Technology to record Musical performances.  
You will advance your knowledge of the Music 
Industry and develop an appreciation for all that 

work in it!    

 

The First Certificate is equivalent to 2 GCSEs. You can progress 
to the First Diploma which is the equivalent of 4 GCSEs 

I wanted to do Music 
because I want a career in 

the  Music Industry and 
the course will give me 

the experience and 

confidence I need.  

student voice says... Further Information 

Learning Director: Mr Raw  
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Performing Arts 
BTEC Performing Arts 

Examination details: This is an Edexcel course.  Students are assessed on a 

combination of coursework and internal examination.  This will then be 
externally verified.  

Coursework requirements: Students complete actorôs log, and performance 

portfolios.   

Topics studied: Performing Arts Production Process, The Performing Arts 

Business, Acting, Performing Scripted Plays, Devising plays & understanding 
Drama.   

Skills required: Enthusiasm, teamwork, listening, creativity and imagination, 

students must also be willing to take chances.  

Educational progression routes: Students can go onto study BTEC National 

(Level 3), complete A Level Drama, or they could go straight into the industry as 
they have a knowledge of the workings of a theatre.  

Fact File 

BTEC Performing Arts enables you to not only 
perform and create numerous performances but to 
build them to. You will be able to create your own 
lighting and set, make decisions about your 

performance and take ownership.   

Through taking this course you will also experience 
what itôs like to work behind the scenes of the acting 
world as well as on the stage.  Working with lighting, 

set, costume and stage design.   

You will also learn how to use a budget. 

 

The First Certificate is equivalent to 2 GCSEs. You can 
progress to the First Diploma which is the equivalent of 4 
GCSEs 

I wanted to do Performing 
Arts because I want a 

career in the 
Entertainment Industry 
and the course will give 

me the experience I need.  

student voice says... Further Information 

Course Leader: Ms Green  
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3D Design / Product Design 

ǒ BTEC 3D Design/Product Design 

Examination details: Students are assessed on a range of practical skills in the 

appropriate 3D Design/ Product  Design vocational sector through a wide range of 
Design and make coursework. This will be supported by design theory and developing 

subject  knowledge 

Key Features: Offering students the opportunity to develop a range of skills and 

techniques through 3 Mandatory units where 2D & 3D design communication will be 
taught  with references to past design icons and cultural diversity that has influenced 
design. In addition students will study one of the following units: 3D design briefs, 
focusing on hopefully real life design challenges , shown through 2D design and 3D 

prototyping. 

Coursework requirements: Students undertake a series of design and make tasks , 
using a variety of materials such as wood, metals and plastics as well as others to 
create a variety of products. Learning the industrial processes involved in the 

manufacture of products that they make. 

Topics studied: 2D design techniques, 3D modeling techniques, historical and 

contemporary design. 

Educational progression routes: students can progress to a BTEC National Diploma 

Fact File 

Students will use a wide range of 2D design techniques, such as 
tone, colour, form and proportion to meet design brief 
requirements showing skills of communication in 2D so that 
others can understand their design development. 

Students should then be able to use 3D modeling techniques to 
communicate their design ideas using a 3D visual 
communication technique, using a variety of materials and 
processes. 

Students will be able to use historical and contemporary design 
developments to support research and development of their own 
design responses to a wide range of situations. 

To use all the skills above in order to develop ideas to meet 3D 

Design Briefs 

 

The First Certificate is equivalent to 2 GCSEs. You can 
progress to the First Diploma which is the equivalent of 4 
GCSEs 

I wanted to be able to 
design and make a variety 
of products , learning the 
knowledge and skills to 
show my ideas to others 

student voice says... Further Information 

Learning Coordinator: Mr Ditchburn  
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 Sport 

Overview: Students will gain a BTEC Certificate and may go on to study the diploma.  

 

Topics Studied: The Body in Sport, Health, Safety and Injury of Sport, Practical Sport, 

Technical Skills & tactical Awareness for Sport, Fitness for Sports Performance, 

Nutrition for Sports Performance 

 
Key Skills: Communication (Discussing, Presenting , Reporting), Problem Solving 

(Identifying, Planning , Training, Evaluating), Self-Managing ( Preparing, Planning , 

Meeting deadlines,) 

 
Career choices: Sports Coach, PE Teacher, Fitness Instructor, Physiotherapist, 

Sports Centre Manager,  Team Manager, Referee/Umpire 

 

Fact File 

Students must be prepared to work hard to develop 
their personal performance level in class and in 

extra-curricular clubs in and out of school.  

You learn about exercise, how the body works, and 
through training, how performance can be 

improved.  

You will also develop the evaluation skills necessary 

to look at and improve your own. performance.  

Do not choose this course if you are not prepared to 
complete the theory lessons and homework and to 

have your PE kit for all the practical sessions! 
 

The First Certificate is equivalent to 2 GCSEs. You can 
progress to the First Diploma which is the equivalent of 4 
GCSEs 

BTEC Sports has been a 
great experience, lots of 

fun, with challenging 
practical's and the theory 

is interesting too. 

student voice says... Further Information 

Course Leader:  Mr Simpson 

BTEC Sport 
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Travel & Tourism 
 BTEC Travel & Tourism 

Course content:   The UK Travel and Tourism Industry -types of tourism, travel 

agents, transport, accommodation, visitor attractions.  

Exploring Customer Service in Travel and Tourism-different customer types, 

communication skills/methods, policies. 

UK/European Holiday Destinations: sightseeing, seaside resorts, tourist 

attractions, hotels, types of visitor. 

Key skills: Information communication technology, Communication, Improving 

own learning and performance, Problem solving. 

Careers: Travel Consultant, Conference organiser, Tourist guide, Resort 

representative, Travel agency etc 

Fact File 

This course will give you the chance to start 
your career in either the public or private sector 

in a wide range of working environments.  

The course will give broad-based vocational 
training and will help to develop your personal 
and business skills. You can then progress to 
further education or employment at a junior 
level within this varied and exciting sector.  
Students also have the opportunity to take part 

in several educational trips.  
 

The First Certificate is equivalent to 2 GCSEs. You can 
progress to the First Diploma which is the equivalent of 4 
GCSEs 

I enjoy Travel  and 
Tourism because I would 

like a career in the 

tourism industry.   

student voice says... Further Information 

Course Leader: Mr Fawkes  
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Princeôs Trust XL Club 
ASDAN Princeôs Trust XL Award Bronze/Silver/Gold 

Fact File 

This is designed to raise the potential 
achievements of students who would not benefit 

from the more traditional academic route.  

 

Next Steps:  Princeôs Trust students can 
continue with Certificate of Personal 

Effectiveness in the Sixth Form. 

This course is fun, as we 

have been on trips!   

I learn something new 

every day. 

student voice says... 

Further Information 

Course Leader: Ms Colqhuoun  


