
 

 
October 2019 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 

Year 4 Curriculum - Autumn 2019 
 
Welcome to the new school year and the first curriculum newsletter.  This half term has been 
great with lots of outdoor learning in Topic and science and reading ‘The Tin Forest’ by 
Helen Ward and ‘This Morning I met a Whale’ by Michael Morpurgo.  
 

The Victorians 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Next half term the theme we are following next term is Victorians and we will be reading the 
terrific text ‘Street Child’ by Berlie Doherty.  In science we will be learning about electricity 
and how it is used within different towns and villages around the world.  

 

English 
 

During this half-term the children will engage with a variety of different text 
types in their English lessons. We will be: 

 Reading and writing information leaflets  

 Immersing ourselves in the ‘Street Child’ by Berlie Doherty 

 Experimenting with the use of language to describe time and place 

 Focusing on narrative structure 

 Writing our own story from another culture 

 Imaging ourselves as Victorian children. 

Mathematics 
 

Our mathematical investigations will focus on topics such as: 

 Using multiplication and division in real-life contexts 

 Converting units of measurement  

 Money calculations  

 Perimeter and area of compound shapes 

 Complex addition and subtraction 

 Improving our reasoning and problem solving skills 
 

Science 
 
 
 

We will be: 

 Identifying common appliances that run on electricity 

 Constructing a simple series electrical circuit, identifying and naming 
basic parts, such as batteries, wires, switches and buzzers 

 Understanding that a switch opens and closes a circuit and know 
that this will switch a lamp on or off 
 



 

Design and 
Technology 

 
 
 

We will be: 

 Researching torches, creating a design criteria and designing a torch 

 Understanding and using electrical systems in products 

History 
 
 
 

We will be: 

 Study what is was like to be a child in Victorian times 

 Learn key dates 

 Understand the impact of the Victorians on Britain to day 

  

Music 
 
 

We will be: 

 Learning songs from the Victorian period for the Christmas 
performance. 

 

P.E 
 
 
 

We will be: 

 Developing hand eye co-ordination and independence in pulse 
raising activities  

I.C.T and 
Computing 
 
 
 

We will be: 

 Children will learn how to stay safe online and how to deal with cyber-
bullying 

R.E 
 
 
 

We will be: 

 Studying Sikhism: Sikh life and commitments  

P.S.H.E and 
Citizenship 

 
 

We will be: 

 Staying safe, what is bullying, what can we do? 

 
Here are some ways that you can help your child at home:   

 

 Continue to read with your child every night, this is very important and helps your 
child learn in all subjects.  Please remember to sign your child’s record every night. 

 Practise your child’s spelling to prepare them for their weekly test. 

 Please support your child to complete their homework and hand it in on time 

 Help your child learn their multiplication tables by regularly practising with them at 
home, in the car or any spare time you have.  By the end of the year, year 4 children 
must know all of their times tables and division facts.  We will be testing them on 
them twice a week.  

 
We wish all of our families a relaxing half term break and we look forward to the children 
returning for the second part of the autumn term 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support,  
 
 
 
The Year 4 Team 
 
Mrs Burns and Ms Prescott Webb 


