
 

 
October 2019 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

Year 5 Curriculum - Autumn 2019 
 
Welcome to the new school year and the first curriculum newsletter.  Both Swansea and 
McGill Universities have had an exciting term learning about Ancient Greece and visiting the 
British Museum.   
 

Our World and Beyond 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This half term the topic we will be following during Autumn 2 is ‘Our World and Beyond’.  The 
children will be learning about the position of the Earth and the Sun and how this creates 
change in the seasons of time zones.  They will be reading the terrific text ‘George and the 
Big Bang’ by Lucy Hawkin. 
 

 

English 
 

We will be:   

 Improving and developing our story writing.  

 Using a variety of sentence structures to make our writing 
more engaging. 

 Identifying and understand the purpose of an information 
text. 

 Using subheadings to organise our ideas. 

Mathematics 
 

We will be: 

 Studying the relationship between fractions, decimals and 
percentages. 

 Deepening our understanding of the properties of shapes. 

 Applying our knowledge of the four operations to 
measurement of mass, length, volume and capacity. 

 Representing and interpret data within different types of 
graphs. 

Science 
 
 
 

We will be:  

 Learning about the position of the Earth in relation to the 
other planets in our solar system. 

 Finding out why our sun is important in our solar system. 

 Understanding the conditions for supporting life on a planet. 

Design and 
Technology 

 

We will be:  

 Designing and building a rocket. 

 Working as a team to make a moving rocket. 

Geography 
 
 
 

We will be: 

 Understanding the position and significance of longitude and 
latitude for our planet. 

 Understanding the distinction between the Northern and 
Southern Hemispheres and why this is. 
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Here are some ways that you can help your child at home: 

 Ensure your child is reading daily for at least 20minutes.  

 Read with your child and ask them questions about the text they have read to test 
their understanding.  

 Ensure your child is understanding new words they come across; ensuring access to 
a dictionary or online dictionary will help with this.  

 Please support your child to complete their homework on Hegarty Maths and check 
for English homework and spellings.  Homework is always due on a Tuesday.  

 Help your child learn their multiplication tables by regularly practising with them at 
home, in the car or any spare time you have.  If they know their tables really well, test 
them on division facts – they need to know both.  The PiXL Times Table app/website 
is great way to support this. 

 
Other books they might enjoy that link to their topic are: 

Cosmic by Frank Cottrell Boyce and Steven Lenton 
This novel tells the story of Liam, an incredibly tall twelve-year-old who attempts to 
pass as an adult in order to accompany his friend Florida on a trip to space that she 
won in a competition. 

 
The Jamie Drake Equation by Christopher Edge 
This is a wonderfully compelling sci-fi story about a boy called Jamie whose father is 
an astronaut. While his father is completing important work aboard the International 
Space Station, Jamie is left figuring out life at home and one day he stumbles across 
clues to alien lifeforms for himself.  

 
We wish all of our families a relaxing break and we look forward to the children returning 
next half term. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support. 
 
 
The Year 5 Team 
Mrs Maisto and Ms Ngo 

Music 
 
 

We will be: 

 Studying the explosion of sound! 

 Making our very own music, using different types of sound. 

P.E 
 
 
 

We will be: 

 Focusing on team games and the use of space in these 
games. 

I.C.T and 
Computing 
 

We will be: 

 Using a range of software to learn how to write and control 
basic programs. 

R.E 
 
 
 

We will be: 

 Studying Islamic creation stories. 

 Investigating the relationship between Allah and the 
environment. 

P.S.H.E and 
Citizenship 

 
 

We will be: 

 Learning about staying safe, with a focus on bullying.  

 Learning what bullying looks like and how it affects us. 

 We will also be learning cyber-bullying and how to stay safe 
online. 


