
 

 
 

Year 5 Curriculum 
Spring 1, 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Year 5 have had an exciting half term studying ‘Our World and Beyond’ and reading ‘George 
and the Big Bang’. In Spring 1, we will be carrying out a historical study on the change in 
transport with a focus on the construction of the first railway and its impact on society.  
 

Transport 

 
English 
 

We will be;   

 Reading the terrific text ‘The Railway Children’ by Edith Nesbitt. 

 Exploring some facts about Edith Nesbit; the author of The 
Railway Children.    

 Exploring the structure of stories with emphasis on the opening / 
beginning.  

 Focusing on characterisation and writing character descriptions.  

 Exploring the emotions of different characters and how characters 
are portrayed. 

Mathematics 
 

We will be; 

 Looking at different timetables for public transport (bus timetables, 
coach timetables, train timetables etc.)  

 Comparing the prices of different modes of transport.  

 Looking at journeys and calculating how long it may take to make 
that particular journey. 

Science 
 
 
 

We will be; 

 Investigating forces. 

 Exploring the effects of air resistance, water resistance and 
friction. 

 Exploring mechanisms that use levers, pulleys and gears. 

 Creating parachutes and other small mechanisms that involve the 
use of forces. 

Art 
 

We will be; 

 Drawing sketches of a locomotive engine.  

 Explaining why specific materials are used to draw with (Different 
HB Pencils) 

 Learning how to use line, tone, shape and colour to represent 
figures and forms of movement. 

 Learning how to show reflections in sketches.   

History 
 
 
 

We will be; 

 Studying the first railway and its historical story.  

 Exploring the life of George Stephenson.  

 Turning into historians and exploring how travel and transport has 
changed over the years.   
 



 

Music 
 
 

We will be; 

 Exploring the history of music.  

 Exploring tempo, texture, structure, duration and appropriate 
musical notation.  

 Building an understanding of musical composition.  

 Organising and manipulating ideas with musical structures.  

 Listening to music with attention to detail and recalling sounds 
with increasing musical memory. 

P.E 
 
 
 

We will be; 

 Focusing on team games and learning specific techniques such 
as how to create space.  

 Playing competitive games 

I.C.T and 
Computing 
 

We will be; 

 Exploring computer networks including the internet and how they 
can provide multiple services.  

 Learning how to use technology safely.  
 

R.E 
 
 
 

We will be; 

 Learning about the Jewish people in the UK and around the world 

 Making connections between the belief in One God and the way 
this is reflected in the synagogue, the Ner Tamid , the position of 
the Ark and the Torah 

 Making connections between Judaism and other religions and 
how they have a responsibility to care for others.  

P.S.H.E and 
Citizenship 

 
 

We will be; 

 Learning about basic first aid and how to help others if they are 
injured or hurt.  

 Learning to identify the risks and dangers in situations.  

 
Here are some ways that you can help your child at home: 

 Ensure your child is reading daily for at least 20minutes.  

 Read with your child and ask them questions about the text they have read to test 
their understanding.  

 Ensure your child is understanding new words they come across; ensuring access to 
a dictionary or online dictionary will help with this.  

 Please support your child to complete their Maths, English and spellings.  Homework 
is always due on a Tuesday.  

 Help your child learn their multiplication tables by regularly practising with them at 
home, in the car or any spare time you have.  If they know their tables really well, test 
them on division facts – they need to know both.  

 The PiXL Times Table app/website is great way to support this. Spelling Shed is also 
available for the children as additional support in their spellings and maths.  

 
We wish all of our families a relaxing break and we look forward to the children returning 
next half term. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support. 
 
The Year 5 Team 
Ms Maisto and Ms Ngo 

 


